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Good afternoon

Welcome to the AUSTRAC industry update for this fortnight. Yesterday, 1 July 2026,
marked a key milestone to strengthen Australia’s anti-money laundering and counter-
terrorism financing (AML/CTF) laws. Obligations for newly regulated businesses are now
in effect.

Thank you!

A big THANK YOU to you and all the industry associations who've been involved in co-
designing and preparing businesses for the new laws.

From the AML/CTF Rules and core guidance to the program starter kits, it's been an
honour to co-design the implementation of the AML/CTF laws. The solid relationships
we've built during this process means AUSTRAC and industry can continue working
together to protect the Australian community by reducing the risk of money laundering
and the harms that arise from it.

This edition highlights key developments, enrolment numbers, guidance and education
relevant to the legal sector to help businesses implement and comply with their new
obligations.

Please share relevant information with your members through your channels.
Enrolment update
Encourage your members to enrol by 29 July

With new AML/CTF obligations in effect, please encourage your members to complete
their enrolment with us as soon as possible. Your members must apply to enrol by 29
July 2026 if they provide any of the new designated services that commence on 1 July
2026.

Support your members by encouraging them to:

Enrol with us via AUSTRAC Online
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Prepare or update their AML/CTF program
Train staff on their obligations
Understand customer due diligence (CDD) requirements.

Businesses can access practical support materials on our website including webinars,
industry guidance and quick guides to help them understand their obligations and

prepare with confidence.
Enrolment Submissions by Sector
Enrolments opened on 31 March, and we’ve had over 30,000 submissions to date.

Here’s a breakdown of submissions by sector and state or territory, rounded to the

nearest 10:
SECTOR ACT NSW  NT QLD SA
Accounting and professional [130 3160 410 1820 530
services
Conveyancers 10 180 20 70 180
Dealers in metals, stones and [10 50 10 30 10
products
Legal professionals 70 2430 30 1030 200 3
Real estate 200 4930 70 4490 630
Total 400 11040 [140 7430 1540 |

New reporting forms on AUSTRAC Online

We’ve made AUSTRAC Online (AO) more modern and intuitive, making it easier for
businesses to meet their reporting obligations.

The new threshold transaction reporting (TTR) and suspicious matter reporting (SMR)
forms are available on AO. They are designed to help your members report clearly and
consistently. Quality reporting helps us detect and respond to financial crime
effectively, while giving your members greater confidence to meet their obligations.

Encourage your members to visit the AUSTRAC website to learn more about their

reporting obligations.

To learn more about the forms, they can check out our training material on AUSTRAC
Online.

Legal Professional Privilege Form
As of 1 July 2026, businesses regulated by AUSTRAC will need to submit a legal
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professional privilege form to us if they wish to withhold material, they would otherwise
be required to provide under AML/CTF laws on the basis of legal professional privilege.

This applies to obligations to give information either:
Through a compulsory notice, or

Through a suspicious matter (SMR) or threshold transaction reporting (TTR)
obligation. This is unless the entirety of the grounds of suspicion in the SMR is subject to
legal professional privilege.

You can find the legal professional privilege forms on our website and read our guidance
on legal professional privilege in relation to AML/CTF laws.

The Minister for Home Affairs will issue guidelines on the handling of legal professional
privilege claims. Read the draft guidelines on the Department of Home Affairs website.

AML/CTF awareness campaign for the public

In May, we began a public awareness campaign targeting customers of newly regulated
businesses. This campaign supports our ongoing communications of the AML/CTF
laws.

The campaign encourages customers to understand the new laws and recognise ID
checks as a legal requirement. It aims to help customers feel confident that these
checks are in place to protect them, the community and the financial system. The
campaign uses a digital-first approach to maximise reach. This includes digital display
advertising, digital audio and social media.

We also have customer-facing posters that businesses can use.
Education Update

E-learning website live

The new and improved AUSTRAC e-learning website is now live.
New features:

New look — a redesigned home page with clearer, more intuitive navigation to help
businesses quickly find what they need.

One-stop shop for education - AUSTRAC digital education products, including
e-learning modules, webinar recordings, and videos, all in one place.

User dashboard - keep track of your learning, course enrolments, and completion
certificates.

Personalised learning — businesses will be auto-enrolled to relevant products and
courses that align with their user profile.

Upcoming events calendar — discover, search and register for AUSTRAC education
events all within the website.
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Completion certificates —you can now obtain completion certificates for e-
learning modules.

What’s next for AML/CTF education?

Our AML/CTF education marks the start of a new phase: learning, implementation and
continuous improvement. We will continue to support your members as they embed
new obligations into their daily operations.

Our education program will keep evolving with industry needs, supporting businesses
from understanding obligations to implementation, maintenance and continuous
improvement.

Our practical guidance will help businesses:
Develop risk-based AML/CTF programs
Implement effective controls and strengthen governance
Conduct customer due diligence and meet reporting obligations
Respond to changing money laundering and terrorism financing risks.

We will continue to provide practical support through education and engagement to
help businesses build confidence, capability and a strong compliance culture.

Reminder: Program Starter Kit Videos Available on YouTube

The four-part program starter kit video series is available on our YouTube channel. These
short, practical videos accompany our program starter kits and guide your members
through a step-by-step process to set up their AML/CTF program.

You can find the video series here:

Program starter kits: Introduction

Program starter kits: Risk

Program starter kits: Personnel

Program starter kits: Customers

Your thoughts? Program Starter Kit education sessions

We’d like to know if interactive education sessions would help newly regulated
businesses use the program starter kits more effectively.

These sessions would:
Walk businesses step by step through the Customise Guide section
Use example scenarios to support practical application
Provide time for questions.

We value feedback on whether your members would benefit from these sessions, and if
the written materials and new video series available on our website meet their needs. If
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supported, the sessions may begin in September. Please share your views by contacting
us atindustry_education_outreach@austrac.gov.au

Looking Forward
Reminder: Register for our reporting entity induction program

AUSTRAC'’s reporting entity induction program is a series of webinars designed to give
your members a clear understanding of their AML/CTF obligations and the opportunity

to ask us questions.

There are four webinars in this series, focusing on:
AML/CTF fundamentals
Assessing money laundering, terrorism financing and proliferation financing risks
Submitting quality reports to AUSTRAC
Submitting quality international funds transfer instruction reports to AUSTRAC

Watch this video from Katie Miller, our Deputy CEO of Regulation, for an overview of the
first webinar in the series.

Register for the reporting entity induction program here.
Collaboration opportunities

Last week, AUSTRAC participated in a podcast discussion with the Property Developer
Network, a community of small-scale property developers in Australia. William Morris,
Director of Guidance, and Saji Nathan, Acting Director of Industry Engagement
discussed:

How the AML/CTF laws apply to property developers and

The guidance and education resources available to help them meet their
obligations.

You can see a recording of the podcast here.

We remain committed to working with our industry associations and supporting a
collaborative approach to the AML/CTF laws. Please reach out to us at
Industry_Engagement@austrac.gov.au with any proposed speaking engagements,
conferences, panels or interviews about the AML/CTF laws. We are keen to be involved
where we have capacity and can add value to your event.

Stay connected

Subscribe to our InBrief newsletter to receive the next edition and to keep up to date

with our latest news, guidance and industry updates.
You can also follow us on social media:

LinkedIn
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Facebook_
X
Co-designing publications and engagements

We appreciate your support in communicating to your members about the AML/CTF
laws and want to continue to work with you on any communications you have planned.
Please reach out to us about this or with any other questions or comments at
industry_engagement@austrac.gov.au.

Any more questions?
We encourage you to direct your members to the resources available on our website.

If your members need help searching for specific information or would like further
guidance on their AML/CTF obligations, please reach out to our Contact Centre on 1300
021 037 or contact@austrac.gov.au.

The AUSTRAC Contact Centre operates Monday to Friday, 8:30 am to 5pm in your state
or territory.

Thank you for your ongoing engagement with AUSTRAC. We’'re excited to keep working
closely with you and your members to fight money laundering, terrorism financing and
other serious crimes.

Kind regards

Industry Engagement

AUSTRAC

E: industry engagement@austrac.gov.au Australian Government
AUSTRAC

X@AUSTRAC W: www.austrac.gov.au

Acknowledgment of Country

AUSTRAC would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of
Country throughout Australia and their continuing spiritual, social,
and cultural relationship with the land, waters, skies and community
We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and to their
community leaders, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and
Torres Strait slander peoples.
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